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Wo fehlt’s denn?
A brief history of planning theory

Quelle: Gilliard, Thierstein 2016



raumentwicklung
Chair of Urban Development

Gibt es eine Renaissance von ‚Big Plans‘?

Shopping around.
Case studies across Europe

Greater Helsinki Vision
2006 - 2007
1.4 m inhabitants
463 sq km

Glatt! Eine Stadt im Werden
2008 - 2012
304 872 inhabitants
227 sq km

10.5 m inhabitants
3696 sq km
2007 - 2009

Le Grand Paris

Metrobild Zürich
2010 - 2011

1.66 m inhabitants
2103 sq km

5.13 m inhabitants
4435 sq km
2013 - 2014
Metropole Ruhr



Case Study: Greater Helsinki Vision

• Open competition

• 86 accepted competition entries from all over Europe

• Interdisciplinary design teams 
with a strong focus on urban design and planning

• Dec 2006 – May 2007

• Awarding authority: City of Helsinki and other 
surrounding local authorities, supported by the Finnish 
government

• Goal: Increased intercity competitiveness 
and sound growth strategy

Source: City of Helsinki (2007): Greater Helsinki Vision 2050 – International Ideas Competition. Jury Protocol 

GHV – Jury Protocol



Shaping regional futures
Mapping, designing, transforming!

A conference on the
performance of regional design

14th-15th October 2015
OSKAR VON MILLER FORUM
Munich

>documentation: 
https://mediatum.ub.tum.de/doc/13286
68/1328668.pdf

Observations across Europe...



Providing
new analytical
perspectives
on the region

Exploring
ways of spatial,

functional, temporal 
organisation

Promising
a better region

spatial
representation 

of a region

Spatial representation of a region

Förster, Balz 2015
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Interactive perspective on design

Förster, Balz 2015



Basic Framework

Förster 2015

Förster 2015



SHAPING REGIONAL FUTURES
3 x 3 perspectives on regional design

setting

design

impact

Source: Gilliard, Thierstein 2016

How do we teach ‘regional design’?
Network Diagram – Postgraduate Degrees in Planning.
Proximity Represents Common Fields of Study Admission Requirements



Regional design as a 
communicative planning practice 
– no new theory

Die Diskussion

Ausgangspunkt
Transformation unseres gebauten Lebensraumes
ist zentrale Herausforderung für Raumentwicklung.

These 
Der kleinteilige, dezentrale Föderalismus ist
gefangen in seiner Frosch-Perspektive formaler
Planung. Erst ergänzende informelle Instrumente
wie wirkungsorientiertes, strategisches ‘Regional 
Design’ schaffen leistungsfähige Handlungsräume.


