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TAKE HOME MESSAGES

With a strong focus on building new and warnlass infrastructure, the government
expects tacure social ailments with its postvar urban development agenda

By following a similabuild and they will consérategyas its role modelSingapore

or Dubai the government hopes that these endeavours will eventually pay off. The
example from Arcade Independence Square shows that this has not yet happened
though.

Today, it has become much more importduat a city appears to be/offethan
what it actually is/offers. Deboldc al | s t hi s a oshift from

[1] DEBORD, G. (1994[1967]). THE SOCIET'ORK: BENSARIIKSLE. NEW Y



CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

«DEVELOPMENT AS SPECTACLE»

Studying cities: the political economy of urban development
Neoliberal restructuring of the city
Deficit model of development OBy means of the spect

Hegemonic nation building discourses endlessly upon itself in an

Guy Debord & «The Society of the Spectacle» yninterrupted monologue of spiaise. The

The «spectacle . . .
«Sp ” spectacle is the sgbortrait of power in the age

«Development as spectacle» in practice: of powerds totalitaria

the making of a worleclass Colombo _ )
exl stenceo.

(Debord, 1994[1967]: #24l}!
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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

What are the characteristicof theg o v e r nappoadhtdo postwar urban developmentand
whatare the parametersbehindthec a p i infrastrugtaramakeovethatis supposedo turnit into

a world-classcity?

UsingArcade IndependenceSquareas an example,canthe governmenas developersfulfil the
promisesit hasmadewithregard to the socialand economibenefitsof the project?

What can the results from Arcade Independencesquaretell us about other projectsin urban
developmentn Colomboand Sri Lanka,either completed still ongoingor planned,and what are

the socialand economiconsequencesd suchan approachto development?



CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND

LOCATING RESEARCH SITE

Colombasthe economiand political centreof the
country

«CinnamotGardens (Colombo O7isthelast
remnanbf the colonialkgarden city»

Nextto Independence Square lidscade a
luxuriousefurbishedshoppingmall
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CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND

RECENT HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS

Sri Lankan Civil War Rajapaksa Govermn  Infrastructureentred postvar development
ends in 2009 mentclaims victory  projects spruce up around the island



CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND

COLOMBO BEAUTIFICATION

Rehabilitated canal Improved walkways Co | o mb evars Rebusdished colonial
system, € andgreen spaces master builder buildings



CONTEXTUAL BACKGROUND

COLOMBO BEAUTIFICATION

OThus, with three decades of \imllypdsstleion d
realise Colombo's true potential®Business Todd&yecember 2012



ARCADNBDBEPENDENCE SQUARE

«ASIA'S TRENDIES M3HDPPING

Former asylum turned government
building turned shopping mall

Poster child for spectacular, pasr
urban development

40 shops in total, offering the latest in
fashion and retail as well as dining
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«DEVELOPMENT AS SPECTACLE» |

LESSONS LEARNT FROM ARCADE

Threelevel analysis OA place | i ke Arcade is req
Planning thepectacle city will not be attractive

d UDA project manager, 22 October 2015

oOThe opportu
|

tunity i s amazing
building in Asia turned 1Int

o tenant A, 9 November 2015
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«DEVELOPMENT AS SPECTACLE» |

LESSONS LEARNT FROM ARCADE

Threelevel analysis oWe are truly proud of our
. who not only freed us from terrorism but are now
Planning the spectacle

doing so much, apart from offering us security, to
Implementing thepectacle beautify earlier neglected lands and restoring old

buildings to their former glorywe really owe

t hem al | a debt of gratitud

d Sunday Observe30 March 2014

OEveryone came because we a
going to be a good shopping mall. UDA promised
us that this would be a hit

d tenant D, 12 November 2015
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«DEVELOPMENT AS SPECTACLE» |

LESSONS LEARNT FROM ARCADE

Threelevel analysis oCurrently, | am putting a
. shopkeepers. | tell them to pay up, otherwise we
Planning the spectacle

_ will come and seal your shop. | am serious, we
Implementing the spectacle have already cut the water and electricity supply
Living the spectacle to some who would not pay.o

d UDA project manager, 3 December 2015
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«DEVELOPMENT AS SPECTACLE» |

LESSONS LEARNT FROM ARCADE

Threelevel analysis
Planning the spectacle
Implementing the spectacle
Living the spectacle

Example: the fish tank
walk-on fish tank with se@rough glass
200 rare breed fishRs 65,000 (CHF 480) each

to have a glass deck wit

d UDA architect, 30 November 2015
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OUTLOOK

On the basis of studying Arcade Independence Square, this study shows that all glitz
and glamour surrounding the new khegldl shopping mall is just the facade,
expensivel\covering up larger and still unsolved issues in the Sri Lankan society

What was created was avhite elephant

Despite calls for inclusive development, the
government has not changed its stance with
regard to its spectacldriven urban
development strategy. The n&fegapolis
projectenvisions Colombo as the next
«Wonder of Asia by 2030.
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